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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 18, 27, and 28 are rejected under the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112 

as indefinitely claiming the subject matter that the applicant regards as his invention. 

In regard to the claims, the positive recitations render the above claims indefinite: 

• "wherein the rack is comprised of a plurality of supports which combine to 
define a region for receiving the plurality of components which includes 
first portions for freely accessing the components, and second portions 
defining an area of limited access which is at least partially blocked by the 
supports of the rack" on line 3 of claim 18; 

• "is located" on lines 1 7 and 22 of claim 1 8; 

• "is supported" and "within" in claim 28; 

• and "is located" in claim 27. 

In particular, applicant functionally sets forth the rack and components in line 1 of claim 
18 through the recitation "for mounting a component to a rack" and then applicant 
improperly seeks to link the functionally recited structure of the rack and components to 
the positive structure of the mounting plates. Thus, the metes and bounds of the claims 
referring to said rack, said components, or any portion of either, cannot be properly 
ascertained since one would not know whether the rack and components are being 
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positively claimed. It appears that it is applicant's intention to positively claim the 
subcombination of the fixture, and thus the claims have been treated accordingly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Insomuch as the claims are understood in view of the 35 U.S.C. 112 rejections 
set forth above, claims 1-5, 10-13, 18-21, and 27-29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,711,053 to Hafner. 

Hafner discloses a hinge 2 comprising a first plate 3 and a second plate 4, 
wherein said first plate is pivotally connected to said second plate, so that, in a first 
position, the first plate is adjacent to and in substantial alignment with the second plate 
and in a second position, the first plate is rotated to an orientation which longitudinally 
projects from the second plate (see FIG. 7). Hafner further discloses said plates being 
connected by a hinge, wherein the hinge is positioned along lateral edges of the 
mounting plates (see FIG. 1). Hafner further shows substantially rectangular mounting 
plates 3,4 (see FIG. 1). 

Insomuch as the claims are understood in view of the 35 U.S.C. 112 rejections 
set forth above, claims 1-5, 7, 10-13, 15, 18-21, 23, and 27-29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 908,394 to Corbeille. 
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Corbeille discloses a window assembly comprising a hinge (see FIG. 4), wherein 
said hinge comprises a first plate, a second plate, and a flange extending in a 
longitudinal direction from the bottom edge of said second plate. With reference to 
Figure 4, the first plate of said hinge to Corbeille is defined as the plate shown having a 
linear edge on its right hand side, and a hinged portion on its left hand side, said portion 
adapted to interlock with the hinged portion of said second plate, which is defined as 
having its hinged portion oriented on its right hand edge, opposite of a linear edge on 
the left hand portion thereof. Said flange is defined as an outward extending portion of 
said second plate, wherein when the second plate is oriented in a vertical plane, the 
flange portion is oriented in a horizontal plane, extending from a lower horizontal edge 
of said second plate. Corbeille further discloses an aperture within said flange as shown 
in Figure 4. 

With respect to claims 1, 10, and 18, the applicant's limitations, "having a surface 
for receiving the component" and "having a surface for attachment to the rack are 
considered to be met by the Hafner and Corbeille references since the structure of the 
first and second plates of the hinges as disclosed by Hafner and Corbeille are capable 
of respectively attaching to a component and a rack. It is noted that the claim(s) do not 
positively require the component and rack. Hence, since the noted references could 
inherently hinge together a component and a rack, the references are considered to 
meet the functional limitations of the claim(s). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Insomuch as the claims are understood in view of the 35 U.S.C. 112 rejections 
set forth above, Claims 6-9, 14-17, and 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over '053 to Hafner as applied to claims 1-5, 10-13, 18-21, and 27- 
29 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,523,223 to Wang. 

Hafner discloses a hinge comprising all of the limitations of claims 1-5, 10-13, 18- 
21, and 27-29 as set forth above. Hafner does not disclose: (a) said first plate including 
a notch formed in an edge thereof, opposing said hinge (claims 6, 14, and 22); (b) said 
second plate further including a flange extending from a longitudinal edge thereof 
(claims 7, 15, and 23); (c) a locking mechanism coupled with the flange of said second 
plate (claims 8, 16, and 24); and (d) said locking mechanism including a tip extending 
through an aperture formed in said flange of said second plate (claims 9, 17, 25, and 
26). 

In regard to (a), Wang discloses a hinge comprising a notch, or recess 21 located 
in the first plate of said hinge, on an edge opposite of the hinge portion (see FIG. 1). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide the first plate of the hinge disclosed by Hafner with the notch as disclosed by 
Wang. The motivation for including a notch would be to allow for said hinge to be 
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adaptable to various mounting surfaces, including surfaces containing protrusions to be 
received within the notch. 

In regard to (b), (c), and (d) } Wang further discloses a second plate of said hinge 
comprising an ear or flange 12 extending longitudinally from a lower edge of said 
second plate, wherein said flange comprises a locking mechanism in the form of an 
aperture 121 adapted to receive a locking device. Wang states, "A locking hole (121) is 
defined in the ear (12) parallel to the inner face of the [second] plate (10)." (see Column 
3, Line 15). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to include the flange and locking hole as disclosed by Wang on the hinge 
as disclosed by Hafner. The motivation for including said flange and locking mechanism 
would be to allow for the second plate of said hinge to be locked to a surface, which it is 
adjacent to or attached to. It would have been further obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to include a tip extending through said aperture as 
part of the locking mechanism. It is well known and obvious in the art to construct a 
locking mechanism by inserting a pin, spring, bolt, or other fastener through an 
aperture. The motivation for including an extending tip would be to allow for the locking 
mechanism to be easily engaged when said tip is extended, and easily disengaged 
when said tip is retracted. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 
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• U.S. Patent No. 6,701 ,575 to Pakiak et al. 

• U.S. Patent No. 6,086,033 to Calleja 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared W. Newton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JWN 

October 12, 2005 
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